
Chapter 1

You Are the Driver

1.1  You Are Part of the System

1.2  Your Driving Task

1.3  Your Driving Responsibilities

1.4  Your Driver’s License



You will get to do lots of things………….



No, there are no practice semesters, and you don’t get to take 

a test over if you didn’t do well on it, either.  

There is no provision for extra credit………………..  

Take the class seriously, pay attention, participate and you 

will do fine.



The message for you is the same as it is for Calvin:  

Don’t look at your neighbor’s test paper and do not ask your 

neighbor for the answer.



The HTS
The Highway Transportation System (HTS) is 

congested and becoming more congested all the 

time. Consider:

• The number of vehicles continues to increase

• Road construction is not keeping pace

• The more populated places such as major cities are 

becoming increasingly congested as the cities 

continue to attract more and more people



Here are some ways cities are dealing with the congestion. 



The Iowa driver education program



.
2003 Iowa Code & Administrative Rules

Pertaining to Driver Education
Text highlighted in red indicates state requirements for driver education classes as

excerpted from the Iowa Code & Administrative Rules of the Iowa General Assembly

Iowa Code 321.178

Driver education--restricted license--reciprocity.

1. Approved course. An approved driver education course as 

programmed by the department of education shall consist of at least 

thirty clock hours of classroom instruction, of which no more than one 

hundred eighty minutes shall be provided to a student in a single day, 

and six or more clock hours of laboratory instruction of which at least 

three clock hours shall consist of street or highway driving. Classroom 

instruction shall include all of the following: 

a. A minimum of four hours of instruction concerning substance abuse. 

b. A minimum of twenty minutes of instruction concerning railroad 

crossing safety. 

c. Instruction relating to becoming an organ donor under the uniform 

anatomical gift Act.

d.  Instruction providing an awareness about sharing the road with 

motorcycles and bicycles. (Motorcycles and bicycles added in 2007)

http://www.legis.state.ia.us/IowaLaw.html


TO RECAP THE BASICS OF THE DRIVER 

EDUCATION COURSE:

• 30 HOURS OF CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION

• 6 HOURS OF BEHIND THE WHEEL INSTRUCTION

• 6 HOURS OF IN THE CAR OBSERVATION TIME

• THE LAST BEHIND THE WHEEL SESSION WILL BE 
A “FINAL DRIVE” THAT TAKES THE PLACE OF A 
DOT EXAMINATION. YOU MUST PASS THE FINAL 
DRIVE TO RECEIVE A CERTIFICATE OF 
COMPLETION



Allstate Insurance has taken a very active 

role in promoting safe driving and the 

Graduated Driver’s License Program for 

young drivers.













Watch a short video about a teen, Gillian 

Sabet, and her boyfriend who were killed 

in a car crash on May 26, 2005. 

As you watch, be mindful of the statistics 

and what you can do to protect yourself.





WATCH A VIDEO, DRIVE IT RIGHT,

ABOUT THE TEEN BRAIN PRODUCED 

BY ALLSTATE INSURANCE AND THE 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL.



IOWA’S GRADUATED DRIVER’S LICENSE PROGRAM

Iowa GDL follows Federal guidelines:

• Instruction (Learner’s) Permit   age 14

• Intermediate License  age 16

• Full License age 17

• All stages require parental consent and can be 

withdrawn by  the parent at any time before age 

18









• YOU ARE NOT OWED A DRIVER’S 

LICENSE UPON COMPLETION OF THE 

COURSE. 

• YOU MUST SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE 

THE COURSE TO EARN THE 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION NEEDED 

TO OBTAIN YOUR LICENSE



• DRIVING IS SERIOUS BUSINESS AND 

IT HAS RISK ASSOCIATED WITH IT. 

• YOU ARE EXPECTED TO TAKE 

DRIVING SERIOUSLY, MANAGE THE 

RISK AND OPERATE YOUR VEHICLE IN 

A RESPONSIBLE MANNER.



THE FOLLOWING SERIES OF SLIDES SHOW  
YOUNG PERSONS FROM OUR AREA, WHO,

EXCEPT TWO, WERE INVOLVED IN TRAFFIC 
FATALITIES WITHIN THE PAST TWO YEARS.

NONE WERE ACCIDENTS. EVERY COLLISION 
WAS THE RESULT OF POOR JUDGEMENT, 
HIGH RISK BEHAVIOR, IRRESPONSIBLE 
CHOICES,INEXPERIENCE BEHIND THE 
WHEEL OR A COMBINATION OF SEVERAL

OF THE ABOVE.



THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS AN 

ACCIDENT.
SIGMUND FREUD



As a driver, you are responsible for your passengers



Passengers or their

parents sometimes

sue drivers for what

they consider reckless

behavior and actions



Lancer Wood’s problems are far from over.  Note that he is being sued by the parents of all 

three of his passengers plus an insurance company.  He also has problems with the city of 

Indianola.

If Lancer Wood’s father, Daniel, also named in the suits because he is owner of the car, does 

not have sufficient insurance to cover the damages that will be awarded by three jury trials, the 

families will likely look to Mr. Wood’s personal assets to make up the difference.



As a driver you are

responsible for making

good decisions

It was reported in the 

media that a bloody cell 

phone was found on the

seat of Ms. Schwager’s car



As a driver, you are 

charged with being 

responsible for your

choices as they affect

other drivers

The driver who died

was 17. The drunk

driver was 37. The 

next two slides show

what happened to 

the drunk driver



STEPHENS, PHILLIP RAY

Count 01 Charge

Charge: 
707.6A(1)(a) Description: VEH. HOMICIDE/OWI (FELB)

Offense Date: 10/17/2006 Arrest Date: Against Type:

Adjudication

Charge: 
707.6A(2)-3 Description: VEH. HOMICIDE/RECKLESS OR ELUDE - 1997 (FELC)

Adj.: 
GUILTY - NEGOTIATED/VOLUN PLEA Adj.Date: 02/21/2007

Adj.Judge: 
MOON, MICHAEL J

Comments:

Sentence

Charge: 
707.6A(2)-3 Description: VEH. HOMICIDE/RECKLESS OR ELUDE - 1997 (FELC)

Sentence Date:
02/21/2007 Sentence: PRISON

Appeal:
Sen.Judge: MOON, MICHAEL J

Facility Type:



Sentence

Charge: 
707.6A(2)-3 Description: VEH. HOMICIDE/RECKLESS OR ELUDE - 1997 (FELC)

Sentence Date:
02/21/2007 Sentence: PRISON

Appeal:
Sen.Judge: MOON, MICHAEL J

Facility Type:
Attorney: Y

Restitution:
Y Drug: N Extradition: 

Lic.Revoked:
N DDS: N Batterer: 

Fine Amount:
Duration: 10 Year(s)

Comment:
CONSECUTIVE TO COUNTS II, III, & IV                       This  record taken from Iowa Courts Online



As a driver,

your choices

can also affect

pedestrians

Parts of this case

have not yet been

resolved. We will

take a closer look

at this case in 

Chapter 15, Alcohol

And Driving.



As a driver,

you must

acquire the

experience

needed to

operate a

vehicle in

all conditions



Even though it is not

required by law in Iowa

to wear your seat belt

if you are sitting in the

back seat, it is a good

idea to wear it no matter

where in the vehicle

you are sitting



ALL CONDITIONS

Including driving into the sun, especially in 

the spring and fall when the sun in not 

very high in the sky during the morning 

commute. 



Des Moines Register, September 13, 2007



Even if the driver was driving into the  sun, 
how could she not see something as big 
as a stopped orange school bus?

Look closely at the photo. What saved the 
driver’s life was the front of the car hitting 
the rear tire of the bus (red arrow).  

This teen driver was very fortunate.



Des Moines Register, September 13, 2007



Sometimes a

combination of

irresponsible 

choices, 

in this case speed

and alcohol together

can have fatal con-

sequences.

We’ll learn

how the 

officers can

pinpoint the

speed in

chapter 3

There was an unconfirmed

report the driver was texting at the

time of the collision



Note how the word “accident” is used about 6 times. But it is hard to 

tell the family of the dead motorcyclist that their loved one was killed 

in an accident when the Iowa State Patrol determined the driver was under

the influence of drugs or alcohol when he drove through a stop sign. 

Marshalltown

Times Republican

Tuesday, May 6,2008





Des Moines Register

Iowa Poll 

February 29, 2008

Note that a majority of drivers are 

in favor of putting a ban on them-

selves and not just on teens



Watch a news clip about a girl from Audubon, 

city in southwest Iowa, who was killed in 2007 

because the driver of the vehicle in which she 

was riding was texting while driving





Choosing not to wear

a seat belt was a poor 

decision. Would these 

young men be alive if 

they would have remained

in the truck?

What do you think the 

likelihood is that there

were other factors not

listed in the article that 

may have contributed to

this crash such as speed

or alcohol?



In this fatality one driver’s

need to get ahead of the 

other resulted in a tragic

and needless death.  

Both drivers were speeding

and the driver who did the 

passing, Derek Pritchard,

did not have enough 

room to complete his 

pass before an intersection

at which there was a stop

sign.  He lost control, his 

vehicle rolled, killing his 

passenger.  He should not

have been carrying a 

passenger.

In the records of Iowa 

Courts Online, Pritchard’s date

of birth is listed as 12/30/91 

making him 15 at the time of 

this mishap.

Iowa Courts Online did not have

any information about the other

driver, Nicholas Burgin.

The next slide lists the 

charges against Pritchard.



No mention

here about

the vehicular

homicide

charge possibly

because he

is a minor



This article is from

the website of the

Webster City Daily

Freeman-Journal



WATCH A VIDEO CLIP OF THE CRASH 
THAT  TOOK PLACE DECEMBER 10, 
2007 NEAR WEBSTER CITY.  

LISTEN CAREFULLY TO WHAT THE 
STATE TROOPER HAS TO SAY ABOUT 
CELL PHONE USAGE THE SECOND 
TIME HE SPEAKS WHICH IS AT THE 
VERY END OF THE CLIP.

A CELL PHONE CAN BE A DEADLY 
OBJECT.





WATCH A VIDEO CLIP ABOUT A 

YOUNG MAN WHO ON THE NIGHT OF 

JANUARY 19, 2008 VIOLATED TWO 

BASIC RULES OF DRIVING:

1.   FAILURE TO WEAR A SEAT BELT

2.   DO NOT VEER FOR DEER





Watch the news report

from Channel 8 

Another example of

poor choices and the 

Law of Unintended 

Consequences. The 

police are investigating

the possibility of alcohol

and speed being

involved also.





THREE RULES TO REMEMBER

1. TWO OBJECTS CANNOT OCCUPY THE SAME 
SPACE AT THE SAME TIME

2. IF ONE SPEEDS, DRINKS OR OTHERWISE  
DISREGARDS THE LAWS OF PHYSICS OR THE 
SAFETY OF OTHERS WHILE DRIVING, THE LAW 
OF UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES WILL LIKELY 
COME INTO PLAY

3. WHEN YOUR AIRBAG DEPLOYS, IT COULD RUIN 
YOUR WHOLE DAY



• DO GRADUATED DRIVER’S LICENSE 

PROGRAMS WORK?



State of Iowa



State of Iowa



STATE OF IOWA

2004

The next slide shows what has

happened to these numbers

in the 2 years after 2004



2006 State of Iowa

Almost double

since 2004

Up by 1/3

Since 2004





California and

Nebraska are the

latest states to

restrict cell phone 

usage since 2006.

Washington and 

Virginia added

partial restrictions



Des Moines Register 3/5/08   The bill may not pass this session but the issue

is not going away. It will eventually pass. A passenger restriction law would 

bring Iowa closer to the Federal guidelines for inexperienced teen drivers



Des Moines Register

Friday, March 28, 2008

The bill to restrict passengers

is dead for 2008 but it is not 

likely to go away. Look for this

issue to come up again next 

session.



Collisions

or

Mishaps

See page 9 of the text



Unfortunately, for male drivers, graduated license programs lose their effective-

ness once drivers reach the age of majority.  This statistic has been about the 

same for 50 years or more.


