
CHAPTER 8

SHARING THE ROADWAY

8.1  SHARING THE ROADWAY WITH MOTORCYCLISTS

8.2  MOTORCYCLISTS ACTIONS CAN AFFECT YOU

8.3  BICYCLES, MOPEDS AND MOTOR SCOOTERS

8.4  PEDESTRIANS AND SPECIAL VEHICLES

8.5  SHARING THE ROAD WITH TRUCKS













Remember the motorcyclist from chapters 2 

and 7?

Observe the color of the lights above the 

intersection









Use lane position 2 when you can



Remember from chapter 4,  a

recommendation of the Smith

System is “Make sure they see you.”

That applies to all vehicles on the road,

motorcycles, bicycles, mopeds, etc.,

not just cars.





A smart motorcycle

driver never rides

in the center of a

lane. Why?



Iowa is one 

of only three

states without

a helmet law.



In Iowa a bicycyclist has as much right

to use the road as any other vehicle





Be a smart driver.

When you see a

bike lane sign

expect to see

bicycles



Never honk your horn

at a bicyclist unless it

is absolutely necessary.

Why?



We are assuming the mopeds and motor scooters are street legal



A street legal motor scooter. It has a headlamp, tail lamp, mirrors, turn signals 

and brake lamp on the rear.





WHERE ARE WE LIKELY TO FIND PEDESTRIANS?



BE A SMART DRIVER. BE AWARE THAT

PARKING LOTS CAN BE ESPECIALLY

DANGEROUS BECAUSE OF CHILDREN

WHO BOLT AWAY FROM PARENTS OR 

OTHER CAREGIVERS 



This is an extremely difficult situation. The 

mobile home tow vehicle driver cannot move

the mobile home any further to the right

and the driver of the car (you in this photo)

will be required to use the shoulder if you

decide to pass.







When you are driving on a four lane road you

must move to the left lane if there is a police

or emergency vehicle parked on the right

shoulder.

Failure to yield for an emergency vehicle parked

on the shoulder of the road is illegal in Iowa and 

most states





Could a system like this possibly

have saved Erika Schwager’s life

and kept the motorcyclist from

colliding with the car in the video

we just viewed?





Some trailers even have

mud flaps that say “If you

can’t see my mirrors, then

I can’t see you.”






