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CHAPTER 10

DRIVING IN RURAL AREAS





Iowa Driver’s Manual

The maximum speed

limit on dirt roads in 

Iowa is 50 miles per 

hour at night and 55 

during the day
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If you are driver of the car behind the blue car, 

in other words, if this is your view over the steering

wheel, are you too close?

It is legal for you to pass the blue car as shown in

the picture.  But is it safe to do so?  

Do you see a possible hazard to passing here?



Rural multilane roads

are not controlled 

access roads like

interstates











BE A SMART DRIVER. 

KNOW WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT TO PASS

What appears to be an ordinary dump truck from the rear is actually a 
trailer with a long tongue being pulled by a dump truck. This can be 
critical on two lanes roads when passing.  Note there is nothing on the 
back of this trailer to warn the driver following (you) that it is an extra 
long vehicle or it is “In tow”  This type of dump truck/trailer combination 
is common in Iowa



Another example of a large truck towing a trailer. This photo shows a better view of 

the length of the trailer tongue.  Dump trucks pulling trailers are more common in 

Iowa especially near quarries.   BE A SMART DRIVER. KNOW WHAT YOU ARE 

ABOUT TO PASS  



It takes 10 to 15

seconds to actually

complete a pass and

about 20 to 30 seconds

of an unobstructed

view of the road ahead

to do it safely

Be a smart driver.

If in doubt do not

pass. Be safe, not

sorry.





STEP ONE

BE SURE THE ROAD AHEAD IS FREE OF ONCOMING TRAFFIC.  BE SURE 

THERE IS NO SOLID YELLOW LINE ON YOUR SIDE OF THE DOTTED 

CENTER LINE. BE SURE THERE IS NO VEHICLE BEHIND YOU READY TO 

PASS YOU.  USE YOUR LEFT SIGNAL,  GLANCE OVER YOUR LEFT 

SHOULDER TO CHECK YOUR BLIND SPOT.

NOTE: BE A SMART DRIVER. KNOW THE CAPABILITIES OF THE VEHICLE 

YOU ARE DRIVING. JUDGING THE DISTANCE NEEDED TO MAKE A PASS 

SAFELY TAKES EXPERIENCE AND PRACTICE. LEARN THIS TECHNIQUE 

USING CAUTION AND COMMON SENSE.  REMEMBER, IF IN DOUBT DO 

NOT PASS



STEP TWO

IF ALL IS CLEAR, ACCELERATE,  PULL INTO THE LEFT LANE AND BEGIN 

OVERTAKING THE VEHICLE YOU ARE PASSING



STEP 3

MAKE YOUR FINAL EVALUATIONS.  LOOK AHEAD AND GLANCE IN YOUR 

REAR VIEW MIRROR.  IF ALL IS CLEAR CONTINUE PASSING.  IF THERE IS 

A PROBLEM, AT THE POINT SHOWN IN THE PICTURE, YOU CAN STILL 

CHANGE YOUR MIND, REDUCE YOUR SPEED AND PULL BACK IN BEHIND 

THE CAR YOU WERE INTENDING TO PASS.  IF NO PROBLEMS EXIST, 

PROCEED WITH PASSING, SPEEDING UP SUFFICIENTLY TO MAKE THE 

PASS



STEP FOUR

YOU HAVE ACCELERATED PAST THE CAR IN THE RIGHT LANE AND YOU CAN SEE THE CAR IN 

YOUR REAR VIEW MIRROR.  USE YOUR RIGHT TURN SIGNAL TO SIGNAL YOUR INTENT TO 

RETURN TO THE RIGHT LANE AND PULL BACK INTO THE RIGHT LANE. ADJUST YOUR SPEED SO 

YOU ARE NOT EXCEEDING THE SPEED LIMIT AND YOU HAVE NOT SLOWED DOWN SO MUCH 

THAT YOU CAUSE THE DRIVER OF THE CAR YOU HAVE JUST PASSED TO HAVE TO HIT HIS/HER 

BRAKES AND ADJUST HIS/HER SPEED.



Be a smart driver Be sure you have enough

of an unrestricted  view to pass safely. You need

a 20 to 30 second view  of the road ahead to pass. 







Be a smart driver.

Be sure you have enough

of an unrestricted view to 

pass safely. You need a

20 to 30 second view of

the road ahead to pass

safely. 



Passing on rural multilane roads is

generally pretty safe but be careful of

“highway hypnosis” on rural four lane

roads where there is not much traffic. 

Highway hypnosis is covered in chapter 

11, section 5, page 238









Swedish road sign

This is true

with deer.

Watch for

a second

deer follow-

ing the first

deer.



A BASIC RULE OF DRIVING IS “DON’T 

VEER FOR DEER”



Des Moines Register, February 12, 2007

Television reports

said the officer was

thrown from the 

vehicle.  That was

not reported in this

article, however.

The officer was 

officially listed as

killed in the line of 

duty.



UPDATE

It was reported on the WHO Channel 13 

6 a.m. news on either February 21 or 22 that 
investigators now believe Officer Wissink may have been 
trying to avoid debris in the roadway.

Channel 13 also reported in the same newscast

that Officer Wissink’s vehicle was traveling 81      

miles per hour at the time of the mishap. 

(Remember our discussion about airbag computers and 
what information they gather and hold?)



REMEMBER THE TWO 19 YEAR OLD 

YOUNG MEN FROM THE BROOKLYN 

VICTOR AREA WHO DIED TRYING TO 

AVOID A DEER LAST JANUARY?











Trains are much heavier than automobiles. A fully loaded coal train can weigh 16,000 

tons (32 million pounds) and can take up to a mile or more to stop. Because of the 

long stopping distances TRAINS ALWAYS HAVE THE RIGHT-OF-WAY





You may encounter drivers who are

unaware of the use of pull-out lanes.

It may be necessary to communicate 

with the driver of the vehicle ahead

of you so that you will be able to pass

safely.



Slower traffic

move right

Merge

Left

A pull-out lane

viewed from 

above.

Uphill



Automatic transmission  vehicles:

• Do not use overdrive

• Shift to 3 or 2 before you start down

the hill

• Use your brakes intermittently to

avoid overheating the brakes

Manual transmission vehicles:

• Shift out of overdrive

• Use 3rd gear and, on the steepest

hills, 2nd gear

• Use your brakes intermittently to avoid                               

brake fade (caused by overheating)      



Be a smart driver.  Watch for trucks behind you as you drive down a steep grade.  If

you are in the right lane of a multilane road and a truck behind you appears to be a 

runaway, move to the left lane so that the truck can use the right lane in order to  

have access to the runaway truck ramp.  If you are on a single lane road and a truck

appears to be a runaway, move to the shoulder to allow the truck to pass you.



Be a smart driver.   Know that when you drive through the mountains you can

encounter rapidly changing weather conditions.  At lower elevations the

weather may be warm and sunny but as you drive to the higher elevations

you could encounter snow, sleet, ice, etc., within a short period of time after leaving

the lower elevation.   What appears to be a nice, sunny drive in the mountains as in 

the picture could become treacherous quickly.  Snowstorms occur as late as June 

and as early as September in the higher elevations.  You may even find the road 

closed except to vehicles with tire chains.



Many of the problems associated with

cars in high altitudes have been reduced

Fuel injected vehicles have a barometric

sensor to help adjust the fuel/air ratio

Fuel pumps of fuel injected vehicles are

in the tank and run at higher pressures

to help minimize vapor locking

To help minimize vapor locking during 

high altitude driving avoid ethanol blended

fuel if you can.

Overheating can still occur even with the most 

modern and newest vehicles.  Watch the light

or gauge closely



NEVER  REMOVE 

THE CAP FROM A 

HOT RADIATOR

All vehicles have 

coolant recovery

bottles. They are

plastic and the level

of the coolant can 

be seen though it.

They have min/max

lines or an add line

for reference.

Always use a 50/50

mixture of antifreeze 

and water. Add just

water only in an 

emergency

Be a smart driver.  Never underestimate desert driving.  

The temperatures in the desert may reach 140 degrees 

or more at road level.  Heat is tougher on a car than cold.

Watch the gauges. Slow down and turn off the air conditioner

if the engine starts to overheat.



3. You are approaching a curve. What do you      

identify and predict? What actions should you take 

to safely handle the situation ahead

4. You are driving the yellow car. What possible            

conflicts do you identify? What should you do?

DECISION 

MAKING

1


