
CHAPTER 7

NEGOTIATING INTERSECTIONS

7.1  SEARCHING INTERSECTIONS

7.2  CONTROLLED INTERSECTIONS

7.3  UNCONTROLLED INTERSECTIONS

7.4  DETERMINING RIGHT OF WAY AND

JUDGING GAPS



Note how

much 

emphasis

the Iowa

driving test

places on

intersections

and turns



TWO BODIES CANNOT OCCUPY THE SAME SPACE AT THE

SAME TIME. INTERSECTIONS ARE THE MOST DANGEROUS

PLACES IN THE ROADWAY SYSTEM.

ADD EXCESSIVE SPEED OR INATTENTIVENESS BY THE DRIVER

AND INTERSECTIONS  ARE NOT ONLY DANGEROUS BUT POTENTIALLY

DISASTEROUS PLACES.







Columbus Circle in New York City. America’s first traffic circle, 1905



Route 34 in New Jersey  (US 34)



A traffic circle viewed

from above

All traffic moves right



Note that this

is different

advice than 

“Keep your eyes

moving” from

IPDE and the

Smith System



REDUCE YOUR SPEED.

MAKE SURE YOU HAVE 

CONTROL OF YOUR 

VEHICLE









YOU HAVE TO 

LEARN TO JUDGE 

THE POINT OF 

NO RETURN.  

PRACTICE AND

EXPERIENCE WILL

HELP



FULL STOP = STOP  AND

COUNT ONE THOUSAND 

ONE, ONE THOUSAND

TWO BEFORE MOVING.

THOSE TWO SECONDS 

WILL GIVE YOU AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO SEE 

WHAT YOU MIGHT HAVE

MISSED AND WILL MAKE

YOUR STOP LEGAL

NOT COMING TO A

COMPLETE STOP IS

ONE OF THE MOST

COMMON VIOLATIONS

DRIVERS MAKE



ERIKA SCHWAGER COLLISION

ERIKA WAS DRIVING WESTBOUND 

ON WESTOWN PARKWAY IN WEST 

DES MOINES WHEN HER VEHICLE 

COLLIDED WITH A FIRETRUCK 

NORTHBOUND ON VALLEY WEST 

DRIVE 







Erika was a donor and was able

To donate her vital organs



Taken from the website 

of the Webster City Daily

Freeman-Journal. 

Remember the 16 year

old on the cell phone?



Remember what can happen when a 

motorcyclist is inattentive as he 

approaches an intersection and may be 

speeding?

Observe the color of the lights above the 

intersection





Remember from Chapter 1 the motor-

cyclist killed on Highway 330 by an 

impaired driver who failed to stop for a 

stop sign?



Note how the word “accident” is used about 6 times but it is hard to 

tell the family of the dead motorcyclist that their loved one was killed 

in an accident when the Iowa State Patrol determined the driver was under

the influence of drugs or alcohol when he drove through a stop sign. 

Marshalltown

Times Republican

Tuesday, May 6, 2008





BEFORE  PROCEEDING

LOOK LEFT, THEN RIGHT

THEN LEFT AGAIN.  

WHY LOOK LEFT A 

SECOND TIME?











WHAT IS ONE WAY TO

PREDICT A GREEN

LIGHT MAY BE STALE?



The Opticom Traffic System is in use now in most major cities for emergency

vehicles and is being phased in for buses as a fuel saving measure as well

as a time saver.





There are things to work 

out but the technology for 

this exists



AS YOU SAW IN CHAPTER 2, WHEN

THERE IS A GREEN LIGHT AND A 

DON’T WALK SIGN, THE GREEN LIGHT 

IS ABOUT TO CHANGE



Be aware as you turn left on a

protected green light or green

arrow, that the cars in the on-

coming lane remain stopped.

Drivers that you have to turn in front

of will sometimes go when they see

the traffic in the opposite direction

going.

This happens when there are no cars

turning left from the other direction 

(facing you and turning left) 



THE NEW YORK BOROUGH OF 

MANHATTAN HAS SIGNS POSTED

AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE TUNNELS

AND BRIDGES INTO NEW YORK CITY

STATING THAT THERE IS NO TURN 

ON RED PERMITTED ANYWHERE 

IN THE CITY







NEVER RACE A TRAIN TO

A CROSSING. TRAINS CAN

TAKE UP TO A MILE  OR MORE

TO STOP A SECOND TRAIN COULD BE PASSING

THE TRAIN YOU ARE STOPPED FOR













YOU WILL ONLY LEARN THE SKILL OF JUDGING THE SIZE OF 

THE GAP YOU NEED OR HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE TO MAKE A 

TURN BY EXPERIENCE. BE CAUTIOUS AS MISJUDGING A GAP 

COULD BE A FATAL MISTAKE.

IT IS NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO JUDGE THE SPEED OF A 

VEHICLE FROM THE FRONT





WATCH AN EXAMPLE OF JUDGING THE 

GAP TOO CLOSELY. 






