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Cloverleaf interchanges are expensive to build and are not used as often as other 

Types of interchanges. 

One big advantage of a cloverleaf interchange is that a driver can miss an exit and 

still recover by using the “loops” of the cloverleaf.  A driver can go any of the four 

directions by using the “loops.”

One common place to find cloverleaf interchanges is on the turnpike system from 

Chicago eastward across Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania to the east coast. 



Diamond interchanges are cheaper

to build. Diamond interchanges are

The most common type used in Iowa





Commonly referred to as “The 

east and west mixmasters” by

the Des Moines traffic reporters.

Spaghetti Junction is another

common reference.



Be a smart driver

It is important to remember that any point in an 

interstate or expressway system where there is 

a transition such as an entrance, an exit or an 

intersection of two or more major roadways is 

the most congested and potentially the most 

dangerous point.  

Always  be aware of additional problems at any 

of the interchanges you have just seen.





Be a smart driver. Practice passing as if you were 

on a two lane road. If you practice two lane passing 

techniques on a four lane road, you can gain 

experience with the 20 to 30 seconds unrestricted 

line of sight needed without being on the “ wrong 

side” of the road.



Downtown Los Angeles at the evening rush hour



NEVER STOP OR BACK UP 

WHILE ON AN ENTRANCE

RAMP









Minneapolis – St. Paul uses entrance ramp lights 







Note the down hill and blind situation you would be driving into here 

as you enter the expressway.

While it is necessary to accelerate to enter the expressway, you 

must be aware of the danger in accelerating too soon



As you glance back over your left shoulder to find your gap, be aware that 

the car entering the interstate in front of you may have to slow down or stop if his

intended gap closes. You must glance over your shoulder, but you must be sure to 

look ahead quickly again



Accelerate to common speed as quickly as you can safely do so









EACH LANE HAS IT’S OWN SIGNAL ABOVE IT

This may

also be

a yellow

X



Iowa Driver’s Manual

70



WARNINGS OF WHERE THE POLICE ARE LOCATED IS USUALLY NOT THIS EASY



Is this

true?



SPEED LIMITS BY STATE



Constitution of the 

United States of America

Amendment X
Ratified December 15, 1791

The powers not delegated to the United 

States (federal government) by the 

Constitution, nor prohibited by it (the 

Constitution) to the States, are reserved to 

the States respectively, or to the people.



If the Constitution gives the States, and 

the people residing in those States, the 

right to make their own laws, how does the 

Federal government get away with forcing 

the states to adopt speed limits?



Federal Highway Funds

This is known as the “Power of the purse”



Des Moines Register December 31, 2006

Old speed limit of 65 mph New speed limit of 70 mph





24 percent

are driving

faster than

75 mph



WOLF PACKS CAN BE DANGEROUS 

BECAUSE A MISTAKE BY ONE DRIVER

CAN AFFECT MANY OTHER DRIVERS



You, in the yellow

car, are a smart 

driver to avoid

a wolf pack when-

ever you can

A mistake by any

one of these

drivers could be

disasterous.

They have not

given themselves

the space cushion

they need to stay

out of trouble







for the same space at the same 

time
Always remember the basic rule of physics: Two objects

cannot occupy the same space at the same time.



Remember our little wide angle

mirror?  It is a great tool but should

NEVER take the place of glancing

over your shoulder.







Our little wide

angle mirror can

help in this situation

too.  It can keep 

you from “losing”

the car passing 

you in your blind 

spot











Note the number of cars that are on this 

exit ramp.  Be aware of the possibility that

cars could be backed up, because of congestion,

around a curve that is beyond your view. 

Taking the exit ramp too fast could  cause

you to rear end the car ahead of you if 

you misjudge the exit speed

Be a smart driver





Exiting vehicle

should slow to 

allow entering

vehicle to speed

up and enter

first.

Entering vehicle 

needs to be aware

of what exiting 

vehicle is going to

do. In other words

will the exiting

driver yield? 









Be a smart driver.  Be aware

that drivers nearing a toll 

booth will change lanes because

they think the lane they are in

is not a fast as another lane -- yours



DECISION MAKING


