
CHAPTER 13

HANDLING EMERGENCIES

13.1 Vehicle Malfunctions

13.2 Driver Errors

13.3  Roadway Hazards

13.4 Collisions



Emergencies can happen anywhere, at 
any time. 

Watch how a 12 year old boy, John 
Prichard, from Stuart, west of Des Moines, 
handled a very unexpected problem.

He was honored by the Red Cross as a 
“Hero of the Heartland”





Sometimes drivers can make emergencies 

or unexpected situations worse by making 

poor choices while driving.  

Watch this news clip about teens texting 

while driving.





Des Moines Register

Iowa Poll 

February 29, 2008

Note that a majority of drivers are 

in favor of putting a ban on them-

selves and not just on teens





Be a smart driver.

Make sure you know where

to find the jack, the lug wrench

and how to use them



On a safe roadway you should

practice stopping your car using

only the emergency brake as 

in the picture.





Flooding 

usually 

occurs

with a

fuel injected

engine when

the engine

is cold started



Be a smart driver.

Steering is done by the

front wheels. If you use the 

foot brake, you are

engaging the brakes on all

four wheels.  If you use the

emergency (parking) brake

you are not affecting the 

wheels that steer the car



Loss of a wheel

Do not brake.  Let off the gas.

Ease your vehicle over to the 

shoulder as quickly as you 

can safely do so and know 

that the steering will be 

affected.



This is a nice picture of where to look and it is important that you 

know this information but, in reality when a hood flies up at highway

speed, it could smash into the windshield shattering the glass severely

restricting your visibility. You may need to put your head out the 

driver’s door window to look ahead and also to watch the center line

of the roadway.  Putting your head out the window brings it’s own set 

of problems with it such as eyeglasses blowing off in the wind, etc.







Run from your vehicle at a 45 degree angle

in the direction the train is coming from if the 

train is close.
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DISTANCE  =  SPACE =  TIME 



Be a smart driver. Always remember you

must have a place to swerve. The decision

to swerve must be made quickly taking into

account your speed, available space, possible

pedestrians, turning vehicles, etc.





Be a smart driver. Know that 

potholes not only damage

tires, they can also damage

wheels.  Steel wheels can 

become dented from

hitting a pothole. Aluminum

wheels don’t dent, they

fracture (break). In either

case, air is suddenly lost

and vehicle control can be lost
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THE TUCKER

Preston Tucker, an automotive engineer who helped to design Miller 

racing cars before World War II, almost realized his

ambition of producing a "completely new" passenger automobile after 

the war. He and his business associates leased a former Dodge aircraft 

plant in Chicago for this purpose. Fifty-one nearly identical Tucker 

automobiles, which were designed by Tucker, Alex Tremulis and J. 

Gordon Lippincott and Company, were built in 1948 before the Tucker 

Corporation became embroiled in fraud allegations. Shortly thereafter, 

the company was forced to go out of business.

The Tucker automobile had many advanced, innovative features, from 

its fastback shape to its swiveling center headlight and independent 

four-wheel suspension. Enhanced passenger safety was one of the 

Tucker's principal features. It had a pop-out windshield, padded 

dashboard, and a place where the front-seat passenger could crouch 

in the event of a collision

BUT THEY DIDN’T THINK ABOUT SEATBELTS. THEY THOUGHT 

ABOUT PROTECTING THE OCCUPANTS IN THE SECONDARY 

COLLISION THAT TAKES PLACE





You may want to consider slouching down

in the seat somewhat if a rear end collision

is eminent.  This will help minimize the 

possible effects of whiplash





WHAT IS THE FIRST THING A BLONDE 

DOES AFTER A COLLISION?










